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	AFT/ECTS SCHOLARSHIP	
                                                                  Essay Rubric and Instructions	       				      
     
Student NAME:  ______________________________________						
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scholarship applicants are required to include an essay with their application.  Essays are required to be: 250 – 500 words, typed, double-spaced using Calibri, Arial, or Times New Roman font in 11 or 12 point size.  The essay will be appropriately titled and should answer the following prompt: “State your specific experiences and skills you have obtained at ECTS that will help you reach your future goals.”  Essays will be scored based on the rubric below.  Please include your essay with your application and turn in your application packet to the High School Office.  Deadline to apply is Friday, May 5, 2023.
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	Focus and Details/provided prompt
	There is one clear topic, focused on the provided prompt.  Main ideas are clear and are supported by detailed and accurate information.
Reflects original idea.
	There is one clear, well-focused topic.  Main ideas are clear but are not well-supported by detailed information.
	There is one topic.  Main ideas are somewhat clear, but are vague. 
	The topic and main ideas are not clear. Poorly addresses topic and includes irrelevant ideas.
	

	Support
	Persuasively supports main point with well-developed reasons and/or examples.
	Supports main point with developed reasons and less concrete examples.
	Support main point with some underdeveloped reasons or examples. 
	Provides little or no support for the main point.
	

	Organization and Format
· Paragraphs
· Transitions

	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic, and provides an overview of the essay.  Information is relevant and presented in a logical manner. The conclusion is strong.
	The introduction states the main topic and provides an overview of the paper.  A conclusion is included.
	The introduction states the main topic.  A conclusion is included.
	There is no clear introductions, structure, or conclusion; little or no organization of ideas.
	

	Language use and style
· Word choice
· Audience recognition
· Sentence structure
	Effective and creative use of elements of style to enhance meaning.   All sentences are well constructed and have varied length.
	Appropriate use of elements of style. Most sentences are well constructed and have varied length.
	Some use of element of style.   Most sentences are well constructed but they have a similar structure and/or length.
	Little or no use of elements of style; Sentences sound awkward, are distractingly repetitive, or are difficult to understand.
	

	Conventions
· Grammar
· Spelling
· Punctuation 
	The author makes no errors in grammar, mechanics and/or spelling.
	The author makes a few errors in grammar, mechanics and/or spelling, but they do not interfere with understanding.
	The author makes several errors in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling that interfere with understanding.
	The author makes numerous errors in grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling that interfere with understanding. 
	

	Essay Title 

	Appropriate and creative title 
	
	Title does not reflect content
	Essay is not titled
	

	Word Count
	Essay is 250 – 500 words
	
	
	Essay falls outside 250-500 word limit
	



Reviewer’s Comments_________________________________________________________________________________________________           Total Score  _______/28 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                            
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